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School Funding 
I am concerned that schools in Calderdale are to lose on average £414 per 
pupil by 2019. If the government pursues a hard Brexit, then inflation will likely 
increase even further adding to the financial pressures of schools. You can’t 
have strong funding for schools if we leave the single market and the economy 
takes a hit as a result. 
 

Primary Assessment 
It is my view that we have now gone to far in assessing both students and 
teachers within school. I believe that we should trust professionals to get on 
with their job of teaching. That we should learn from places like Sweden that 
have a more balanced approach to assessment. 
 

 
 

Grammar Schools 
I don’t see how the government is able to find more money for grammar schools when it is unable to provide 
the money our local schools such as Calder High and Todmorden High need for their buildings. My priority 
would rather be to increase the pupil premium. 
 
 

Class Sizes 
I would like to see class sizes reduced personally. In addition to this issue I’m also concerned about the 
recruitment and retention crises of teachers within education. I think something needs to change quickly as 
the unreasonable pressures of the job are causing too many decent teachers to leave the profession.  

James Baker 
Liberal Democrat 

School Funding 
I have been campaigning with local teachers to oppose the Conservative’s 
proposed National Funding Formula in which 4/5 of our secondary schools in 
Halifax will lose out. My petition on this issue gathered over 1000 signatures, 
which I presented in Westminster. Labour would reverse the £3 billion in so-
called 'savings' that schools are expected to make by 2019-2020.  
 

Primary Assessment 
Ongoing assessment is important to help teachers and parents support their 
children’s education and to close any gaps in knowledge so all children can do 
well at school. However, the way this government has handled the assessment 
regime means parents and teachers are lacking confidence in school tests and 
the assessment system is being undermined. 

 
Grammar Schools 

Whilst Halifax is unusual in having two grammar schools and it’s my duty to work closely with them, I don’t 
support introducing new grammars. Theresa May has so far failed to get Parliamentary support for this, 
however if she wins a larger majority she’ll almost certainly push ahead with this misguided policy. The 
priority must be well-funded, quality education for all. 

Class Sizes 
Class sizes are starting to increase as budget cuts force tough decisions about teacher numbers. In order to 
discuss the funding problems in our schools I had organised a meeting for local headteachers with the Schools 
Minister Nick Gibb where they could have put these concerns directly to him. Unfortunately due to the 
election the Minister cancelled this meeting.  

Holly Lynch 
Labour 

Halifax 



School Funding 
I am proud of this government’s mission to reform the unfairness in school funding 
and extend opportunity to every child. Not to mention providing the highest ever 
level of funding for schools of any government. We are committed to building the 
world’s greatest meritocracy, so that whatever their background or wherever they 
live, these children will get a great education.  
 
Primary Assessment 
The Government is in consultation and seeking views on primary assessment and 
the implications of accountability. Such matters include the best starting point to 
measure; pupils progress at primary school, role and operation of teacher 
assessment, building on the strengths of the early years foundation stage profile 
and other matters. I look forward to reviewing the consultation following its 
release.  
 
Grammar Schools 
Halifax is home to two outstanding grammar schools and a range of other fantastic schools, from academies 
to comprehensives. I support freedom of choice, and social mobility, so I would support a policy, that would 
assist disadvantaged children gaining entry to grammar schools including other factors. I see no need to 
restrict a parent’s choice of school for their children.  
 
Class Sizes 
The number and proportion of infants in large classes (more than 30 pupils) fell between 2015 and 2016. At 

the moment, the average infant class size remains at 27.4. We are committed to continue bringing all class 

sizes down, to a maximum of 30 pupils and provide a good education to all children. 

School Funding 
[This Candidate has not provided a statement on this topic] 
 
 
 
 
 
Primary Assessment 
[This Candidate has not provided a statement on this topic] 
 
 
 
 
 
Grammar Schools 
[This Candidate has not provided a statement on this topic] 
 
 
 
Class Sizes 
[This Candidate has not provided a statement on this topic] 
 

Mark Weedon 
UKIP 

Chris Pearson 
Conservative 
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Halifax Calder Valley 

Visit schoolcuts.org.uk to see how your local school will be affected. 

Why are we doing this? 
 

Calderdale National Union of Teachers (NUT) are not affiliated to any political party, nor are we endorsing 
any of the candidates in this booklet. 
 
Education is one of the most important issues facing our elected MPs. Therefore, we are calling on teachers, 
parents and people who care about education to Vote For Education and choose candidates who will support 
our education system in a time of dire need. 
 
We produced this booklet so that voters in our area can see the different candidates’ attitudes towards 
educational issues.  The four topics that the candidates have been asked to comment on are the issues that 
have been identified by our members as being of particular interest. 
 
We hope that it will help you make an informed decision when you vote in the General election on 8 June. 
 
Please REMEMBER TO VOTE. 

(by 2019 under current Government proposals) 

Join the Union 
 

Pay, rights at work and conditions of employment have 
been deteriorating in the UK for years. 
 
How the next Government deals with Brexit will also 
cause huge uncertainty in your rights at work. 
 
Research shows that workers who belong to a union are 
paid more and have better conditions in the workplace. 
 
Whatever your job, whether private or public sector, if 
there is a union in your workplace join it. 
 
If there is not a union, visit tuc.org.uk to find out how to 
set up a branch. It has never been more important for 
people to stand up for each other. 
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School Funding 
We will restore current and capital education funding to 2010 levels in real terms 
(costing £7 billion a year) and distribute fairly among local authorities. The Green 
Party opposes the handover of public money to free schools and would integrate 
academies and free schools into the local authority system, where spending 
decisions would not be focused on profits. 
 
Primary Assessment 
A healthy education system would include a broad range of assessment as a normal 
part of the learning process. Assessment should be unobtrusive and in the interests 
of enhancing the learning of the individual child. We would avoid “teaching to the 
test”, and end SATS and league tables. 
 
Grammar Schools 
Grammar schools entrench inequality, deciding which children are likely to succeed academically when they 
are only 11 years old with a single test which many consider to be a poor indicator of ability and skills. A 
comprehensive intake with mixed ability teaching, coupled with equitable funding, will extend equality of 
opportunity. We will gradually integrate grammars into the comprehensive system. 
 
Class Sizes 
We would work towards classes of 20 at primary and secondary level. 
We aim for smaller schools with a maximum size of 700. There is evidence that these have a positive ethos 
which can reduce behavioural problems. Smaller, local schools also enhance community and encourage 
involvement so they are more democratically run, plus reduce the need for transport to school. 
 
 

School Funding 
[This Candidate has not provided a statement on this topic] 
 
 
 
 
Primary Assessment 
[This Candidate has not provided a statement on this topic] 
 
 
 
 
Grammar Schools 
[This Candidate has not provided a statement on this topic] 
 
 
 
 
Class Sizes 
[This Candidate has not provided a statement on this topic] 
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School Funding 
We believe that every child deserves a high-quality education. So we will reverse all 

cuts to frontline school budgets, protecting per pupil funding in real terms, introduce a 
fairer National Funding system with protection for all schools so that no school loses 

money per pupil in cash terms, and protect the Pupil Premium which targets extra help 
at disadvantaged children.  

 
Primary Assessment 

We will introduce a curriculum entitlement and make this the responsibility of an 
Educational Standards Authority in consultation with professionals and experts, under 
democratic accountability. We will prioritise primary progress measures instead of floor 
thresholds and work with the profession to reform tests at 1, preventing curriculum 
narrowing in upper Key Stage 2.  

Grammar Schools 
We oppose new Grammar schools and want to give local authorities proper control 

over admissions and new schools, with devolved capital funding for new school places.. My concern is that 
there would have to be other schools (“Secondary Moderns” ?) for those children who fail the 11-plus.  
 

Class Sizes 
The first priority is that youngsters have a good experience in school and are helped to develop a passion for 
life-long learning. Teachers are the biggest asset in making this possible and it’s important that they feel 
valued for this challenging task. In my experience, ultimately optimum class size depends on how education is 
delivered.  

Janet Battye 
Liberal  

Democrat 

School Funding 
Schools across the valley face funding cuts, for example, Brighouse High will lose 
around half a million pounds by 2019, on top of the scheduled investment in school 
buildings that the Conservatives cancelled in their first budget in 2010. That would 
have seen rebuilding for schools like Calder High and Todmorden High, in desperate 
need of new buildings. 
 

Primary Assessment 
I think that too much pressure is put on younger students. I can't see an argument for 
the level of assessment they receive. I also don't like the increased focus on spelling 
tests. As a dyslexic, I know how it stigmatises children who are perfectly able but can't 
spell. 
 

Grammar Schools 
For every grammar school there is a secondary modern. Judging young people on their 
ability at eleven is wrong as we don't know the rate that they will mature at. It is also 

ridiculous to waste money on this Tory vanity project of grammar schools when our high schools are so under 
funded. 
 

Class Sizes 
It's shameful that over 40,000 children are attending schools with class sizes of 36 or higher. We don't need 
fewer teachers, we need more. That is why Labour has promised to reduce class sizes to 30 or fewer. 

Josh 
Fenton-Glynn 

Labour 

Calder Valley 



School Funding 
When you think that Calderdale Schools are set to lose funding in excess of £11m 
in real terms by 2020, something has to change if we expect our children to 
achieve the results they need. Local education ideally needs taking out of the Gov-
ernment's hands and placing into a true cross-party group which won't use it as a 
political football. 
 
Primary Assessment 
I firmly believe that the government's view of primary assessment has no place in 
the education system.  Surely an ongoing assessment of a child's development 
over a period of time is a more well-rounded approach and would give the children 
a more positive experience at school. 
 
Grammar Schools 
I'm all for choice but I can't see how the scheme to invest in new Grammar schools 
can work without there being a detrimental effect upon existing comprehensive 
schools. 
 
Class Sizes 
Class numbers are closely linked to school funding and they are inevitably going to increase as school funding 

is decreased.  If we can manage to solve the funding issue then it should be possible to reduce class sizes to a 

practical level. 

School Funding 
[This Candidate declined to give a statement on this topic] 
 
 
 
 
 
Primary Assessment 
[This Candidate declined to give a statement on this topic] 
 
 
 
 
Grammar Schools 
[This Candidate has not provided a statement on this topic but did tweet us to say 
that he supports grammar schools] 
 
 
 
Class Sizes 
[This Candidate has not provided a statement on this topic] 

Paul Rogan 
UKIP 

Rob Holden  

Calder Valley 
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Halifax Calder Valley 

Visit schoolcuts.org.uk to see how your local school will be affected. 

Why are we doing this? 
 

Calderdale National Union of Teachers (NUT) are not affiliated to any political party, nor are we endorsing 
any of the candidates in this booklet. 
 
Education is one of the most important issues facing our elected MPs. Therefore, we are calling on teachers, 
parents and people who care about education to Vote For Education and choose candidates who will support 
our education system in a time of dire need. 
 
We produced this booklet so that voters in our area can see the different candidates’ attitudes towards 
educational issues.  The four topics that the candidates have been asked to comment on are the issues that 
have been identified by our members as being of particular interest. 
 
We hope that it will help you make an informed decision when you vote in the General election on 8 June. 
 
Please REMEMBER TO VOTE. 

(by 2019 under current Government proposals) 

Join the Union 
 

Pay, rights at work and conditions of employment have 
been deteriorating in the UK for years. 
 
How the next Government deals with Brexit will also 
cause huge uncertainty in your rights at work. 
 
Research shows that workers who belong to a union are 
paid more and have better conditions in the workplace. 
 
Whatever your job, whether private or public sector, if 
there is a union in your workplace join it. 
 
If there is not a union, visit tuc.org.uk to find out how to 
set up a branch. It has never been more important for 
people to stand up for each other. 


