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Life After Levels
Pupil Assessment and Tracking

From Summer 2015 



Today’s agenda

• A summary of the coming changes 

Mike Powell School Effectiveness Officer CMBC

• Primary and Secondary Workshops – the implications 

for your schools, and questions for your 

Headteachers and SLTs

Lisa Hoyle HT Luddenden CE School

Mick Kay Head of Secondary The Halifax Academy
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Nick Gibb 25th February 2015

“Levels have been a distracting, over-generalised 
label, giving misleading signals about the genuine 
attainment of pupils. They have driven undue pace 
as Ofsted insisted on ‘progress against levels’. 
They have resulted in a lack of trust between 
primary and secondary schools and they have 
clogged up the education system with 
undependable data on pupil attainment.”
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DfE Assessment Commission

• The new Commission on Assessment Without Levels was 
announced on 25th February

• The focus is on helping schools to:
“…develop their own, more accurate assessment systems 
that truly show how a child is performing in the classroom.”

• https://www.gov.uk/government/news/assessment-
without-levels-commission-announced

• https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/commission-on-
assessment-without-levels

• When I asked the most recent CPHA meeting how many 
schools would wait for the outcome of the Commission 
before taking action, the answer was – none (of about 55 
present)
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EYFS Progress Check Age 2

• The Early Years Foundation Stage requires all settings 
with children over 2 to provide parents and carers with a 
short written summary of every child’s development when 
they are between 24 and 36 months old

• There is no change to this requirement in the new 
arrangements

• The report concentrates on the three prime learning and 
development areas of the EYFS:
• personal, social and emotional development

• physical development

• communication and language

• https://www.gov.uk/progress-check-at-age-2-and-eyfs-
profile
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EYFS Profile Age 5

• At the end of Reception schools return the EYFS 

Profile for all children

• There are no formal calculations published of 

progress from this to later Key Stages

• Nevertheless, schools should be prepared for 

questions about how children who reached a Good 

Level of Development (GLD) by age 5 are 

progressing in KS1; and what is being done to help 

those children who did not reach GLD

• The Profile will run this summer, and once more next 

summer, and will then be discontinued

5



Reception Baseline Assessment

• The government has introduced a new Baseline 
Assessment at the beginning of Reception

• It will be used to calculate pupil progress to the end of 
KS2, and to allocate low prior attainment funding to 
primary and infant schools from 2016

• The option was given to run it in September this year; you 
can still try to sign up for this

• From September 2016, you can opt in or opt out in any 
year, or change provider (currently there are six options).  
If you opt out, your school will be judged by Ofsted using 
only attainment, not progress

• https://www.gov.uk/reception-baseline-assessment-guide-
to-signing-up-your-school
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Key Stage 1

• This summer is the last time KS1 will run in its current 

form

• Next summer schools will return Teacher 

Assessments in Reading, Writing, Maths and Science

• These will be informed by externally set, internally 

marked tests in Reading, Maths, and Grammar, 

Punctuation and Spelling

• https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-

curriculum-assessments-2016-sample-materials
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Key Stage 2

• This summer is the last time KS2 will run in its current 

form

• Next summer children will sit new style tests in 

Reading, Maths, and Grammar, Punctuation and 

Spelling

• There will be a national sample test in Science

• TA will be collected for Reading, Writing and Maths

• https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-

curriculum-assessments-2016-sample-materials
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What will TA look like?

• Obviously it won’t be levels or sublevels!

• A consultation on new TA ‘performance descriptors’ 

closed on 18th December 2014; the response was 

published on 26th February 2015

• The final descriptors and exemplification materials 

will be published ‘by September 2015’; until then we 

are asked not to use them

• https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/perfor

mance-descriptors-key-stages-1-and-2

9



How will progress to KS2 be 

measured?
• In 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019 Year 6 children will 

have ‘old’ KS1 outcomes and progress to KS2 will be 
measured from these

• In 2020 and 2021 children sitting new KS2 will have 
‘new’ KS1 but not Reception Baseline, so ‘new’ KS1 
will be used to measure their progress

• In 2022 some children will have ‘new’ Reception 
Baseline assessments (optional in 2015) as well as 
‘new’ KS1; DfE will measure progress from both and 
use the better one

• From 2023 onwards progress will be measured from 
Reception Baseline
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Floor standards

• There will be new floor standards at KS1 (not yet defined)

• The attainment floor standard at KS2 will be for 85% of 

children to pass all three of Reading, Writing and Maths

• ‘Pass’ is expected to mean scoring 100 or more on a 

standardised scale of 80-130

• There will be a progress floor standard at KS2 for each of 

Reading, Writing and Maths which will look like a Value 

Added measure from either KS1 or Reception Baseline 

(depending on the year).  No levels of progress measure.

• A pupil will have to meet the progress standard in all three 

subjects to count towards the school’s performance
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Key Stage 3

• It still exists

• It has compulsory national curriculum subjects

• https://www.gov.uk/national-curriculum/key-stage-3-and-4

• The only statutory reporting is to parents
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Key Stage 4

• New GCSEs will be taught from September 2015 in the 

following subjects:

• English Language

• English Literature

• Maths

• The new grades in 2017 will be 1 (low) to 9 (high), or U for 

below 1

• Other subjects will change in 2016

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2010-to-2015-

government-policy-school-and-college-qualifications-and-

curriculum/2010-to-2015-government-policy-school-and-

college-qualifications-and-curriculum#appendix-4-gcse-reform
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KS4 Floor Standards

• Existing floor standards will apply in 2015 unless your 

school has opted in early to the Progress 8 measure 

(which is calculated from Attainment 8)

• You can opt in for the new measure up to the end of June

• If you do opt in, Progress 8 will become your new floor 

standard measure for Ofsted

• The existing, familiar measures will continue to be 

published in Performance Tables alongside Attainment 8 

and Progress 8

• All schools will be judged on Progress 8 from 2016 results 

onwards
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Progress 8 Shadow Data

• Each secondary school has access to its own 

Progress 8 Shadow Data which has not been 

published nationally

• This shows what the school’s score would have been 

in 2014

• It is available from the Key to Success website

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/progress

-8-school-performance-measure
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Post 16

• AS and A level changes started in September 2015

• New course content, with other subjects changing in 

2016 and 2017

• Assessment mainly by exams

• AS will not count towards a future A level
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Post 16 Performance Measures

• There will be five headline measures in 2016:

• Progress (a value added progress measure for academic 
and Applied General qualifications and a completion and 
attainment measure for Tech levels and substantial 
vocational qualifications at level 2)

• Attainment

• English and maths progress measure (for those students 
who have not achieved at least a grade C at the end of key 
stage 4)

• Retention

• Destinations
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Post 16 Further information

• The guidance will be reviewed after experimental 

data has been sent to schools during 2015

• https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uplo

ads/attachment_data/file/359909/Technical_Guide_fi

nal_for_publication.pdf

• https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/16-to-

19-accountability-consultation
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My contact details

Mike Powell

Calderdale Council

School Effectiveness Team

3rd Floor Northgate House

Halifax

HX1 1UN

Mob 07789 632915

Email mike.powell@calderdale.gov.uk
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